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The following chart shows the composite conservative scores, based on National Journal’s annual 
vote ratings, of the Republican senators who are considered to be possible 2008 presidential
contenders. NJ began compiling the ratings in 1981.

Sam  Brownback George Allen Bill Frist John McCain Chuck Hagel
Kan. Va. Tenn. Ariz. Neb.

(First elected (First elected (First elected (First elected (First elected 
1996) 2000) 1994) 1986) 1996)

1981 — — — — —

1982 — — — — —

1983 — — — — —

1984 — — — — —

1985 — — — — —

1986 — — — — —

1987 — — — 83.5 —

1988 — — — 82.3 —

1989 — — — 85.3 —

1990 — — — 82.5 —

1991 — — — 81.8 —

1992 — — — 84.5 —

1993 — — — 74.8 —

1994 — — — 89.2 —

1995 — — 78.2 70.2 —

1996 — — 75.2 75.3 —

1997 91.5 — 67.3 71.5 74.7

1998 83.8 — 70.2 68.3 67.7

1999 83.7 — 67.5 67.7 72.2

2000 81.5 — 77.3 61.7 74.5

2001 80.8 77.7 85.5 66.8 71.2

2002 82.2 73.2 87.0 59.8 82.7

2003 72.2 86.5 86.5 62.2 72.3

2004 84.2 75.5 77.0 51.7 58.5

2005 79.8 85.8 81.5 59.2 69.3

Lifetime   
Average 
Composite 82.2 79.7 77.6 72.5 71.5
Conservative
Score

■ Where John McCain Broke Ranks

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., again displayed his maverick proclivity
in 2005. Of the 70 Senate votes on which the NJ ratings are based, McCain 
sided with liberals 12 times on economic issues, once on social policy, 
and once on foreign policy. (For full vote descriptions, see pp. 42-44.)

On economic issues, McCain voted with liberals to …
• strike procedural protections for proposed tax cuts. (Vote 59)
• give temporary resident status to certain farmworkers. (Vote 98)
• strike liability protection for ethanol manufacturers. (Vote 137)
• strike a required inventory of oil and natural gas on the Outer 
Continental Shelf. (Vote 143)
• limit greenhouse-gas emissions. (Vote 148)
• express support for limiting greenhouse-gas emissions. (Vote 149)
• bar funds for new roads in Alaska’s Tongass National Forest. 
(Vote 164)

• oppose the energy bill conference report. (Vote 213)
• disapprove a regulation exempting some power plants from the Clean Air
Act. (Vote 225)
• strike a provision permitting oil and gas leasing in the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge. (Vote 288)
• repeal tax deductions for oil companies. (Vote 332)
• support approving $2.9 billion for the Low-Income Home Energy
Assistance Program. (Vote 357)

On social issues, McCain voted with liberals to …
• prohibit the sale of handguns without child-safety locks. (Vote 207)

On foreign-policy issues, McCain voted with liberals to …
• express support for U.S. participation in international climate-change
negotiations. (Vote 151)
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